SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
all frowns and smiles: <cYou talk about the dictatorship
of the proletariat, but surelyawhole class can't dictate.
There must be some special persons at the top who are
the real dictators. By the way, I thought the Webbs
were awfully good about dictatorship, didn't you?"
A stocky Communist from one of Lord Nuffield's
factories replied in a hacking Yorkshire accent: "Yes,
comrade, but you've got to go deeper into things than
that. Mind you, Fve never read Beatrice and Sidney
Webb's book, thaw I've a great respect for their
intelligence and all that. But they're not Marxists, and
it's only the Marxist approach that'll tell you what the
dictatorship of the working class really is and what it
stands for. What's more, comrade, I've not read very
much of Marx, though I've stroogled wi' parts on't,
but as a member of the working class myself it coomes
simple to me. You'll pardon me for saying it, but
you're not a member of the manual working class, are
you? You have to realise that that makes it very, very
difficult for you to understand the Marxist position.
You've got to have very great patience, comrade. I
don't suppose you'll find the Soviet Union a very nice
place, but you've got to have a lot of patience, comrade.
The dictatorship of the proletariat is a very great thing
and very difficult to understand for those who are not
members of the working class/'
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